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7 July 2020 

Dear Cabinet Secretary, 

Health Protection (Coronavirus) (International Travel) (Scotland) Regulations 
2020 

Many thanks for your letter of 7 July 2020 updating the Committee on the 
implementation of the Health Protection (Coronavirus) (International Travel) 
(Scotland) Regulations 2020. 

This raises several queries for the Committee: 

• Where did the figure of 20% in relation to travellers being contacted regarding 
public health information originate from? 
 

• You told the Committee you were “satisfied that the appropriate mechanisms 
are in place to ensure that all visitors to Scotland complete and submit the 
appropriate documentation” and said “I am quite satisfied with the data that 
we have before us.”  Could you please clarify the data you state was not of 
sufficient quality to allow contact with those in quarantine was the contact 
details provided by travellers? What was the issue with this data, what has 
changed about this data since your appearance before the Committee and 
what steps have been taken to ensure the right information is being collected 
now? 
 

• Your letter states Border Force “have reported high levels of compliance with 
the regulations at ports of entry”.  In evidence to the Committee, you stated 
Border Force were doing “spot checks to see whether people have filled out a 
passenger locator form”.  Does this include ensuring the information provided 
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is of a sufficient quality to allow follow up contact?  Could you clarify the “high 
levels of compliance” are among those “spot checked” as opposed to among 
all those entering Scotland? What percentage of travellers are being “spot 
checked” by Border Force in Scotland? 
 

• On what date did the Memorandum of Understanding between Public Health 
Scotland and the Home Office become “fully in place”. 
 

• You mentioned in evidence to the Committee Police Scotland will take a 
reactive approach to enforcing self isolation requirements and noted no fixed 
penalty notices had been issued between the date of the regulations coming 
into force and the date of our meeting (23 June).  Your letter suggests 6 
reports of non compliance have been received by Police Scotland.  We would 
be grateful if you could confirm how many of those have resulted in fixed 
penalty notices being issued. 
 

• You suggested tagging and electronic monitoring of people was not required 
due to high compliance.  The Committee would welcome clarification of how 
high compliance of self isolation can be guaranteed when a) Police Scotland’s 
role is reactive and b) Public Health Scotland have not proactively contacted 
anyone regarding their quarantine. 
 

• The regulations require review of the arrangements every three weeks, which 
from their introduction would have been 29 June 2020.  The Committee would 
be grateful for detail of the review of the regulations, including detail of the 
number of travellers who have entered Scotland since the introduction of the 
measures on 8 June 2020, the levels of compliance with the quarantine 
regulations and what, if any, actions have been taken as a result of the 
review. 

On behalf of the Committee I request a response to this letter by 14 July 2020 and 
suggest the Committee may wish to revisit this subject with you in person when 
Parliament returns from the summer recess. 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

Lewis Macdonald 
Convener, Health and Sport Committee  
 
 


